Brainstorming a Thesis Statement for The Endless Steppe Essay


Circle the prompt you will use:
a)  Every culture has particular items that are important to its members. What items are essential in Rubtsovsk that would not be relevant in Vilna? This uses your imagination more, but you still must support your answers from the book and support the reasons for your choices. Among other things, consider clothing, culture, work, and home. 
b) What are three ways Esther changes over the course of the book? Look at how she is in the beginning, how she changes, and what causes her to change. Think about the causes and effects of her being sent to Siberia. 
c) What are three ways that Esther is an outsider when she arrives in Rubtsovsk? How does she overcome this? 
d) Compare and contrast the situation Esther’s family faces in The Endless Steppe with Jeanne Wakatsuki and her family in Farewell to Manzanar. 


Step 1: Brainstorm your chosen prompt. Dig deeply.
a) What are my options? List as many ways as you can.
        
          b) Looking at each of your options, go deeper by answering how, what, where, and why (and maybe when) for each. 


Step 2: Read over your ideas and combine those that are similar, and remove those that are too vague to be good (or are just bad). Choose the five best answers to support your argument.

1. _____________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________________________

4. _____________________________________________________________________

5. _____________________________________________________________________




Step 3: Decide what your opinion will be for your essay and copy below the three best points in the list above that support your argument.  Underneath each, write three sub points for each of your three points. These come from brainstorming how, what, where, and why your points are true.
1) _______________________________________________is true/supportable because:

	a) _______________________________________________________________

	b) _______________________________________________________________

	c) _______________________________________________________________


2) _______________________________________________is true/supportable because:

	a) _______________________________________________________________

	b) _______________________________________________________________

	c) _______________________________________________________________


3) _______________________________________________is true/supportable because:

	a) _______________________________________________________________

	b) _______________________________________________________________

	c) _______________________________________________________________


Step 4: Write a one sentence working thesis statement, including your three strongest arguments.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
